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Osservazioni di Daphnis nerii (L., 1758) (Lepidoptera: 
Sphingidae) nel Piemonte sud-occidentale
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Introduzione

Daphnis nerii��3PUUt���������UV[H�JVT\ULTLU[L�JVTL�ZÄUNL�KLSS»VSLHUKYV��u�\U�
SLWPKV[[LYV�L[LYVJLYV�KP�NYHUKP�KPTLUZPVUP�JVU�HWLY[\YH�HSHYL�KP�������JT�L�\UH�
S\UNOLaaH�KLS�JVYWV�KP�����JT��3H�JVSVYHaPVUL�u�WYL]HSLU[LTLU[L�]LYKL�VSP]H�JVU�
HSP�JHYH[[LYPaaH[L�KH�KPZLNUP�ZPU\VZP�KP�JVSVYL�THYYVUL��]LYKHZ[YV�L�IPHUJV�ULSSL�
]HYPL�ZM\TH[\YL��5LSSH�WVYaPVUL�IHZHSL�KLSS»HSH�HU[LYPVYL�u�WYLZLU[L�\U»VJLSSH[\YH��
0S�KPTVYÄZTV�ZLZZ\HSL�u�WVJV�L]PKLU[L"�SL�MLTTPUL�ZP�JHYH[[LYPaaHUV�WLY�S»HKKVTL�
WP��]VS\TPUVZV�L�WLY�SL�HU[LUUL�WP��ZV[[PSP��BERTACCINI L[�HS����  ���
3H�IPVSVNPH�u�Z[YL[[HTLU[L�SLNH[H�HNSP�HTIPLU[P�KV]L�JYLZJL�Nerium oleander�3���
ZWLJPL�KLSSH�X\HSL�ZP�U\[YVUV�WYL]HSLU[LTLU[L�SL� SHY]L�JVTWPLUKV�PTWVY[HU[P�
LYVZPVUP�KLP�SLTIP�MVNSPHYP�L�KLSSL�NLTTL�ÄVYHSP��LEONG,��������(SSV�Z[HKPV�SHY]H�
SL�SH�ZWLJPL�W\~�H]LYL�JVTL�VZWP[P�ZLJVUKHYP�HUJOL�ZWLJPL�HWWHY[LULU[P�HP�NLULYP�
Vinca (DE FREINA & WITT��� �����Vitis (TREMBLAY,��  ����Gardenia��Asclepias��Ja-

sminum��Trachelospermum��Amsonia��Carissa��Tabernaemontana��Rhazya��Ade-

nium��Catharanthus�� Ipomea e Thevetia (MOORE & MILLER�� �������5LSS»,\YVWH�
TLYPKPVUHSL� SH�KLWVZPaPVUL�KLSSL�\V]H��VWLYH[H�KHNSP�HK\S[P�JOL�ZVUV�TPNYH[P��
H]]PLUL�H�ÄUL�THNNPV�NP\NUV�L�SV�Z]PS\WWV�LTIYPVUHSL�YPJOPLKL�PU�TLKPH������
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NPVYUP�H�ZLJVUKH�KLSSH�[LTWLYH[\YH��3V�Z]PS\WWV�SHY]HSL�u�HUJO»LZZV�MVY[LTLU[L�
PUÅ\LUaH[V�KHSSH�[LTWLYH[\YH�L�ZP�JVTWSL[H�NLULYHSTLU[L�LU[YV�WVJV�WP��KP�\U�
TLZL��3H�TL[HTVYMVZP�PU�JYPZHSPKL�H]]PLUL�PU�TLaaV�HS�MVNSPHTL�ZLJJV�HJJ\T\�
SH[VZP�HS�Z\VSV�H�ZLN\P[V�KLSSH�ÄSSVW[VZP�ÄZPVSVNPJH�VWW\YL�ULP�WYPTP�JLU[PTL[YP�
KLS�Z\VSV�L�ZP�WYV[YHL�PU�TLKPH�������NPVYUP��.SP�HK\S[P�WVZZVUV�X\PUKP�LZZLYL�
VZZLY]H[P�H�WHY[PYL�KH�S\NSPV�ÄUV�H�UV]LTIYL�L�WYLZLU[HUV�HIP[\KPUP�UV[[\YUL�JVU�
MV[V[HZZP�WVZP[P]H�HSSH�S\JL�HY[PÄJPHSL��3H�ZWLJPL�ULNSP�HYLHSP�K»VYPNPUL�JVTWPL�WP��
NLULYHaPVUP�HSS»HUUV�HUJOL�ZV]YHWWVZ[L�JVU�Z]LYUHTLU[V�HSSV�Z[HKPV�KP�JYPZHSP�
KL��HS�Z\VSV"�ULS�Z\K�,\YVWH�W\~�JVTWPLYL�KH���H���NLULYHaPVUP��LEDERER��� ����
V]L� SL� JVUKPaPVUP� HTIPLU[HSP� ZPHUV� HKLN\H[L��TLU[YL� ULSSL� YLNPVUP� KLSS»0[HSPH�
ZL[[LU[YPVUHSL�JVTWPL�UVYTHSTLU[L�\UH�V�K\L�NLULYHaPVUP��LEDERER��� ����
3H�ZWLJPL�PU�,\YVWH�UVU�u�Z[HUaPHSL��ILUZy�ZP�YP[YV]H�JVTL�ZWLJPL�TPNYHU[L�KHNSP�
HYLHSP�K»VYPNPUL�YHWWYLZLU[H[P�KHSSH�YLNPVUL�WHSLV[YVWPJHSL��Z\I[YVWPJHSL��L�Z\K�
TLKP[LYYHULH��UVYK�(MYPJH���INOUE L[�HS�� �  �"�MOORE & MILLER���������0U�0[HSPH�
SH�KPMM\ZPVUL�HUU\HSL�u�WYL]HSLU[LTLU[L�ZL[[LU[YPVUHSL�JVU�JVZ[HU[P�YP[YV]HTLU[P�
ULSS»HYLH�KLS�3HNV�KP�.HYKH"�YP[YV]HTLU[P�ZWVYHKPJP�ZVUV�WVP�H]]LU\[P�PU�KP]LYZL�
YLNPVUP� JLU[YV�TLYPKPVUHSP� L� PU� :PJPSPH� �BERTACCINI L[� HS��� �  ���� 0U� 7PLTVU[L� P�
YP[YV]HTLU[P�ZVUV�YHYP�L�YPHZZ\U[P�KH�HELLMAN & PARENZAN��������L�HUUV]LYHUV�
WVJV�WP��KP�\UH�KLJPUH�KP�VZZLY]HaPVUP�WP��V�TLUV�NLVNYHÄJHTLU[L�JPYJVZ[HU�
aPH[L��H�WHY[PYL�KHS��� ���CABELLA & FIORI, 2006; HELLMAN & PARENZAN, 2010���
6IIPL[[P]V�KLS�WYLZLU[L�SH]VYV�u�SH�ZLNUHSHaPVUL�KP�X\H[[YV�U\V]L�SVJHSP[n�ULS�
7PLTVU[L�Z\K�VJJPKLU[HSL��3H�KL[LYTPUHaPVUL�KLNSP�LZLTWSHYP�u�Z[H[H�JVUKV[[H�
H[[YH]LYZV�SH�JVTWHYHaPVUL�TVYMVSVNPJH�KLNSP�LZLTWSHYP�HUHSPaaH[P�JVU�NSP�LZLT�
plari proposti da BERTACCINI L[�HS����  ���L�LEONG & D’ROZARIO����� ��

Figura 1  +HWOUPZ�ULYPP��Adulto (foto M. Dutto). Figura 2  +HWOUPZ�ULYPP��Crisalidi (foto M. Dutto).
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Località di ritrovamento

1. Borgo S. Dalmazzo��*5������� ���������L_�HK\S[V�PU�VY[V�MHTPNSPHYL��3LN��4��
+\[[V��PU�JVSS��4��+\[[V"

2. Castellar� �*5������ ���������L_�HK\S[V�WYLZZV�]PHSL�KP�Quercus spp. Leg. 
4VSPULYPZ�4���PU�JVSS��4��+\[[V"

3. Cuneo� �*5���=PHSL�KLNSP�(UNLSP��� ������������L_�HK\S[V�YP[YV]H[V�HS�Z\VSV�
WYLZZV�W\U[V�KLSS»PSS\TPUHaPVUL�W\IISPJH�JVU�SHTWHKH�H�]HWVYP�KP�TLYJ\YPV��
3LN��9PZ[VY[V�7���PU�MV[V[LJH�4��+\[[V"

4. Dronero��*5���� ���������L_�PU�NPHYKPUV�HIP[HaPVUL�Z\�[LYYLUV�WYVZZPTV�H�
pianta di Nerium oleander��3LN��4VSPULYPZ�.�*���PU�MV[V[LJH�4��+\[[V"

5. Saluzzo��*5�����������������L_�HK\S[V�YP[YV]H[V�WYVZZPTP[n�H\[VYPTLZZH�JOP\�
ZH�HS�WPHUV� PU[LYYH[V� �;!���*��� 0U�Z\WLYÄJPL�ZVUV�WYLZLU[P�Nerium oleander 
HSSH�J\P�IHZL�ZVUV�Z[H[L�YPZJVU[YH[L�ULP�NPVYUP�HU[LJLKLU[P�KP]LYZL�����JYPZHSPKP��
3LN��4VSPULYPZ�4���PU�JVSS��4��+\[[V��ÄN�����

6. Saluzzo��*5���� ������������JYPZHSPKP����]P[HSL���TVY[H��HS�Z\VSV�PU�HP\VSL�KP�
Nerium oleander�PU�NPHYKPUV�PU�HYLH�JVSSPUHYL��3LN��*OLPUHZZV�>���JVSS��4��
+\[[V��ÄN������3»HSSL]HTLU[V�PU�JVUKPaPVUP�UH[\YHSP�KLSS»\UPJH�JYPZHSPKL�]P[HSL�
OH�KH[V�JVTL�LZP[V��KVWV���TLZP��PS�THUJH[V�ZMHYMHSSHTLU[V�

Discussione e conclusioni

3L�U\V]L�SVJHSP[n�KP�YHJJVS[H�JVUMLYTHUV�SH�WYLZLUaH�KLSSH�ZWLJPL�PU�7PLTVU[L�
L�PU�WHY[PJVSHYL�PU�WYV]PUJPH�KP�*\ULV�KV]L�P�YPU]LUPTLU[P�ZVUV�YP[LU\[P�WHY[PJV�
SHYTLU[L�YHYP��HELLMANN & PARENZAN, 2010���
È�PTWVY[HU[L�ZVMMLYTHYL�S»H[[LUaPVUL�Z\P�YLWLY[P�KP�JYPZHSPKP�L�HK\S[P�H]]LU\[P�PU�
UV]LTIYL�JOL�WV[YLIILYV�LZZLYL�H[[YPI\P[P�HSSH�00��NLULYHaPVUL�PU�SVJV�KLSSH�ZWL�
JPL��:\SSH�IHZL�KLSSL�VZZLY]HaPVUP�MH[[L�ZP�LZJS\KL��PU�JVUKPaPVUP�JSPTH[PJOL�[PWP�
JOL��SH�WVZZPIPSP[n�KP�Z]LYUHTLU[V�HSSV�Z[HKPV�KP�JYPZHSPKL�WLY�]PH�KLSS»LZWVZPaPVUL�
HP�YPNVYP�PU]LYUHSP�L�HSSV�Z[HKPV�HK\S[V�WLY�PS�S\UNV�WLYPVKV�KP�Z]LYUHTLU[V�JOL�
NSP�LZLTWSHYP�KV]YLIILYV�ZVWWVY[HYL��TPUPTV�����TLZP���*HZP�KP�HJJSPTH[HTLU[V�
HS�KP�M\VYP�KLNSP�HYLHSP�K»VYPNPUL�KLSSH�ZWLJPL�ZVUV�KVJ\TLU[H[P�ULSSL�PZVSL�KLS�
7HJPÄJV��BEARDSLEY, 1979; MOORE & MILLER, 2008)). 
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