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New species of Rasnitsynitilla from the Arabian 
Peninsula (Hymenoptera: Mutillidae)
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<UP]LYZP[n�KLNSP�:[\KP�KP�;VYPUV���+PWHY[PTLU[V�KP�:JPLUaL�(NYHYPL��-VYLZ[HSP�L�(SPTLU[HYP�
3HYNV�)YHJJPUP����0���� ��.Y\NSPHZJV��;6����,�THPS!�N\PKV'WHNSPHUV�L\

():;9(*;�¶�(U�L_HTPUH[PVU�VM�4\[PSSPKHL�JVSSLJ[LK�PU�6THU�PU������YL]LHSLK�H�UL^�ZWL�
JPLZ��Rasnitsynitilla matteinii�KLZJYPILK�OLYL��HUK�JVTWHYLK�^P[O� [OL�ZWLJPLZ� SPZ[LK�I`�3LSLQ�
MYVT�@LTLU��;OL�KPJOV[VTV\Z�RL`�[V�[OL�ZWLJPLZ�PZ�\WKH[LK�
Key Words!�(YHIPHU�7LUPUZ\SH��6THU��Rasnitsynitilla��@LTLU�

90(::<5;6���Nuove specie di 9HZUP[Z`UP[PSSH della Penisola Arabica (Hymenoptera: Mutillidae). 
+HSS»LZHTL�KP�\U�SV[[V�KP�4\[PSSPKP�YHJJVS[V�PU�6THU�YPZ\S[H�JOL�]P�u�\UH�U\V]H�ZWLJPL�UVU�
HUJVYH�UV[H�WLY�SH�ZJPLUaH��Rasnitsynitilla TH[[LPUPP�X\P�KLZJYP[[H��,ZZH�]PLUL�JVTWHYH[H�JVU�
SL�ZWLJPL�KLZJYP[[L�KH�3LSLQ�KLSSV�@LTLU�L�]PLUL�HNNPVYUH[H�SH�JOPH]L�KPJV[VTPJH�KLSSL�ZWLJPL�
Parole chiave:�7LUPZVSH�(YHIPJH��Rasnitsynitilla

Introduction

0U�:LW[LTILY�������H� ZJPLU[PÄJ�L_WLKP[PVU� [V�6THU� �(YHIPHU�7LUPUZ\SH��^HZ�
VYNHUPaLK�^OLYL��HTVUN�[OL�THU`�/`TLUVW[LYH�JH\NO[��ZVTL�THSL�4\[PSSPKHL�
^LYL�PKLU[PÄLK�HZ�ILSVUNPUN�[V�H�UL^�ZWLJPLZ��KLZJYPILK�OLYL��(�W\[H[P]L�Ƃ of 

[OL�ZHTL�ZWLJPLZ�JHW[\YLK�ULHYI �̀�^HZ�HYJOP]LK�I\[�UV[�KLZJYPILK�ZPUJL�P[�^HZ�
UV[�VIZLY]LK�TH[PUN�^P[O�HU`�ƃ�[`WPJHS�VM�[OL�U�ZW�

Materials and methods

0U�[OL�(YHIPHU�WLUPUZ\SH�[OL�Rasnitsynitilla�̂ LYL�WYL]PV\ZS`�RUV^U�MYVT�H�KLZJYPW�
[PVU�VM���ZWLJPLZ�I`�3LSLQ�PU�LELEJ & VAN HARTEN (2006) JVSSLJ[LK�MYVT�@LTLU��>L�
OH]L�UV^�HKKLK�L_HTWSLZ�VM�R. matteinii�MYVT�6THU��;OL�MH\UH�VM�4\[PSSPKHL�VM�
[OPZ�YLNPVU�PZ�UV[�`L[�^LSS�RUV^U��HZ�[OL�YLZ\S[�VM�V\Y�IYPLM�ZLHYJO�HUK�[OL�KPZJV]�
LY`�VM�UL^�ZWLJPLZ�OHZ�ZOV^U��;OL�ZWLJPTLUZ�^LYL�JHW[\YLK�^P[O�H�`LSSV^�WSH[L�
JVU[HPUPUN�ZVHW`�^H[LY�WSHJLK�VU�[OL�NYV\UK��+\YPUN�[OL�KH �̀�[OL�MLTHSLZ�^LYL�
HJ[P]L�^HUKLYPUN�VU�[OL�NYV\UK��^OPSL�[OL�THSLZ�ÅL^�HIV\[�ULHYI �̀
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;OL�OVSV[`WL�PZ�KLWVZP[LK�PU�[OL�WLYZVUHS�JVSSLJ[PVU�VM�[OL�H\[OVY"�H�WHYH[`WL�
OHZ�ILLU�KLWVZP[LK�PU�[OL�JVSSLJ[PVU�VM�:��(YRHK`�3LSLQ�PU�=SHKP]VZ[VR�HUK�HU�
V[OLY�WHYH[`WL�PU�[OL�JVSSLJ[PVU�VM�4HYJLSSV�9VTHUV�PU�*HWHJP��:PJPS`�"�HUV[OLY�
WHYH[`WL��PZ�HSZV�KLWVZP[LK�PU�[OL�WLYZVUHS�JVSSLJ[PVU�VM�[OL�H\[OVY�
;OL�[LYTPUVSVN`�\ZLK�MVY�[OL�KLZJYPW[PVU�VM�[OL�UL^�ZWLJPLZ�PZ�KLYP]LK�MYVT�[OL�
^VYR�I`�INVREA��� �����^OPSL�[OL�Z`Z[LTH[PJZ�PZ�[OH[�HKVW[LK�I`�LELEJ���������PA-
GLIANO & STRUMIA��������HUK�GOULET & HUBER���  ���
;OL� HIIYL]PH[PVUZ� \ZLK� HYL!�.7� $� JVSS��.\PKV� 7HNSPHUV��;\YPU"�(�:�3�� $� JVSS��
(YRHK`�3LSLQ�=SHKP]VZ[VR"�49�$�JVSS���4HYJLSSV�9VTHUV��*HWHJP�

Description of the new species

Rasnitsynitilla matteinii  n. sp. ƃ

Locus typicus!�+OVMHY��6THU�

Specimens examined

/VSV[`W\Z�ƃ�6THU��+OVMHY��9K��5>�/HQHPM��T� ������������»�5�¶���������»�
,�����0?������ SLN��:[Y\TPH� �PU�JVSS��.7�"�WHYH[`W\Z���ƃ�6THU��+OVMHY��>HKP�
(ZOH^X��T����� ������ »�5�¶��������»� ,� SLN�� :[Y\TPH� �PU� JVSS�.7�"� WHYH[`W\Z�
1 ƃ� PIPKLT��PU�JVSS��49�"�WHYH[`W\Z���ƃ�6THU��+OVMHY��:HSHSHO�,HZ[�+HOHYPa�
��������»�5�¶����� ���»�,�����0?������SLN��:[Y\TPH��PU�JVSS��(�:�3��

Description of the holotypus ƃ.

:PaL!�IVK`� �TT�SVUN��^PUN���TT��*VSV\Y!�YLK�OLHK�L_JLW[�[OL�[PWZ�VM�[OL�THU�
KPISLZ��^P[O�[OL�HU[LUUHS�000�ZLNTLU[�WHY[PHSS`�YLK"�[OL�YLTHPUPUN�WHY[Z�PUJS\K�
PUN�[OL�]LU[YHS�Z\YMHJL�ISHJR��4LZVZVTH�YLK�L_JLW[�[OL�]LU[YHS�Z\YMHJL�ISHJR"�
^PUNZ�SPNO[S`�IYV^ULK"�YLK�SLNZ�^P[O�JV_HL��[OL�[PWZ�VM� [OL�MLT\YZ�� [PIPHL�HUK�
[HYZP�WHY[PHSS`�KHYR��4L[HZVTH�ISHJR�L_JLW[�MVY�H�UHYYV^�SVUNP[\KPUHS�YLK�Z[YPWL�
VU�LP[OLY�ZPKL�VM�[OL�0�[LYN\T��7\ILZJLUJL!�OLHK�^P[O�ZWHYZL�ZPS]LY`�OHPYZ�VU�[OL�
MYVUZ�HUK�JS`WL\Z�MHJPUN�MVY^HYK��VU�[OL�Z\TTP[� [\YULK�IHJR"�V]LY�[OL�LU[PYL�
Z\YMHJL�[OLYL�HYL�^LSS�ZWYLHK�OHPYZ"�HU[LUUHL�^P[O�H�ML^�ZOVY[�OHPYZ�LYLJ[�VU�[OL�
ZJHWL��KLUZL�NYL`PZO�W\ILZJLUJL�]PZPISL�H[���?�THNUPÄJH[PVU�VU�[OL�ÅHNLSSV�
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TLYLZ��HIV\[�[^PJL�HZ�SVUN�VU�[OL�WLKPJLS��4LZVZVTH�^P[O�ZWHYZL��Z[PJR`�ZPS]LY`�
W\ILZJLUJL�[OYV\NOV\[�[OL�HYLH�PUJS\KPUN�[LN\SHL�HUK�SLNZ��;PIPHL�^P[O�KHYR��
JSVZLS`�ZWHJLK� ZWPULZ�� :W\YZ�VM� MVYL� [PIPHL� YLK��^OP[L� PU� [OL�JLU[YHS� HUK�OPUK�
[PIPHL��4L[HZVTH!� 0� [LYN\T�^P[O�KPZ[HS� MYPUNL�VM�ZPS]LY`�W\ILZJLUJL"� 00� [LYN\T�
^P[O�H�UHYYV^�IHUK�VM� [OL� ZHTL�JVSV\Y�H[� [OL�KPZ[HS�THYNPU"� 000� HUK� 0=� [LYNH�
JV]LYLK�^P[O�H�ZPS]LY`�ZWHYZL�W\ILZJLUJL"�VU�[OL�YLTHPUPUN�KVYZHS�HUK�]LU[YHS�
Z\YMHJLZ��[OLYL�PZ�H�ZWHYZL��LYLJ[��^OP[L�W\ILZJLUJL"�[OL�Z[LYUH�00��000�HUK�0=�HYL�
KLJVYH[LK�^P[O�H� MYPUNL�VM� ZPS]LY`�W\ILZJLUJL�H[� [OL�KPZ[HS�LUK��4VYWOVSVN`!�
/LHK�^P[O�L`LZ�OVSSV^LK�VU�[OL�PUULY�THYNPU"�THUKPISLZ�^P[O�H�Z[YVUN�[VV[O�
VU�[OL�V\[LY�THYNPU�HUK���[LL[O�H[�[OL�LUK��[OL�[^V�PU[LYUHS�Z\I�LX\HS�PU�SLUN[O"�
ZJHWL�ZSPNO[S`�J\Y]LK�^P[O���SVUNP[\KPUHS�RLLSZ�^P[OPU�^OPJO�[OLYL�HYL�TPU\[L�
^PKLS`�KPZ[YPI\[LK�WVPU[Z"�KPZ[HUJL�IL[^LLU�HU�L`L�HUK�H�OPUK�VJLSS\Z�LX\HS�
[V�����[PTLZ�[OL�KPZ[HUJL�IL[^LLU�[OL�OPUK�VJLSSP��7VPU[Z�VM�\UPMVYT�ZPaL��Z\I�
HKOLYLU[�IL[^LLU�[OLT"�]LU[YHS�HYLH�ZTVV[O�^P[O�ZJH[[LYLK�WVPU[Z�VU�[OL�ZPKLZ�
HUK�ZOVY[�[YHUZ]LYZL�Z[YPWLZ�PU�[OL�TPKKSL��4LZVZVTH�^P[O�KVYZHS�WVPU[Z��IPNNLY�

Fig. 1  /HIP[\Z�Rasnitsynitilla matteinii ƃ.
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[OHU�VU�[OL�OLHK��X\P[L�JSVZL�[VNL[OLY��VU�[OL�[LN\SHL�H�SP[[SL�ZTHSSLY�HUK�TVYL�
ZWYLHK� V\["� WYVZ[LYU\T�^P[O� ZTHSS� KLUZL� WVPU[Z�TP_LK�^P[O� ZTHSS� Z[YPH[PVUZ"�
[OL�WSL\YH�WVPU[Z�HYL�ZTHSSLY�[OHU�[OL�KVYZHS�VULZ�I\[�HSTVZ[�HKOLYLU[�HZ�^LSS"�
JV_HL�^P[O�H�ML^�ZJH[[LYLK�WVPU[Z"�ZJ\[LSS\T�^PKL�HIV\[�[^PJL�[OL�SLUN[O��SPRL�
[OL�TL[H[LYN\T��4L[HZVTH�WVPU[Z�H�ZVTL^OH[�ZTHSSLY�[OHU�[OVZL�VM�[OL�TLZV�
ZVTH��PU�WHY[PJ\SHY�H[�[OL�JLU[YL�VM�[OL�00�[LYN\T�[OL`�HYL�ZL[�V\[�VU�H]LYHNL�[OH[�
VM�[OLPY�KPHTL[LYZ"�WVPU[Z�VU�[LYNH�000�=0�HYL�L]LU�ZTHSSLY�I\[�JSVZLY�[VNL[OLY"�=00�
[LYN\T�^P[O�WVPU[Z�HZ�SHYNL�HZ�[OVZL�VU�TLZV[LYN\T��.LUP[HS�]VSZLSSHL�SVUN�HUK�
ZWPUKS �̀�ZSPNO[S`�^H] �̀�HZ�MHY�MYVT�[OL�LUK�VM�[OL�NVUVZ[`SLZ�HZ�[OL�KPHTL[LY�VM�
[OL�ZJHWL"�00�Z[LYU\T�^P[O�WVPU[Z�SHYNL�HUK�KPZ[YPI\[LK�HZ�VU�[OL�ZHTL�[LYN\T"�
000�=0�Z[LYUH�^P[O�WVPU[Z�ZPTPSHY�[V�[OVZL�VM�[OL�JVYYLZWVUKPUN�VULZ�ILOPUK�HSVUN�
[OL�KPZ[HS�THYNPU��ÄULY�HUK�ZWYLHK�V\[�H[�[OL�IHZL"�=00�Z[LYU\T�^P[O�ZTHSS�WVPU[Z�
PU[LYZWLYZLK�^P[O�ÄUL�[YHUZ]LYZL�[OPU�Z[YPHL�ZL[�JSVZL�[VNL[OLY"�=000�Z[LYU\T�^P[O�
W\UJ[\H[PVU�ZPTPSHY�[V�[OH[�WYLZLU[�HSVUN�[OL�KPZ[HS�THYNPUZ�VM�000�=0�Z[LYUH�

=HYPHIPSP[`�VM�WHYH[`WLZ��0U���ZWLJPTLUZ�[OLYL�HYL�UV�ZPNUPÄJHU[�KPMMLYLUJLZ�LP�
[OLY�PU�ZPaL�HZ�PU�TVYWOVSVN �̀�0U�[OL�V[OLY�ZWLJPTLU�[OL�IVK`�PZ�����TT�SVUN��
[OL�[OPYK�ZLNTLU[�VM�[OL�HU[LUUHL�PZ�JVTWSL[LS`�ISHJR��;OL�W\UJ[\H[PVU�VM�[L�
N\SHL�PZ�TVYL�ZWHJLK�HUK�SLNZ�HYL�YLKKPZO��;OL�^PUNZ�HYL�KL]VPK�VM�[OL�ZLJVUK�
[YHUZ]LYZL�J\IP[HS�]LPU�

-LTHSL�\URUV^U�
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The key to the males of Arabic Rasnitsynitilla reported in LELEJ & 
VAN HARTEN (2006) is amended as follows.

ƃ�ƃ

���6JLSSP�ZTHSS��KPZ[HU[� MYVT�[OL� PUULY�LKNL�VM� [OL�L`L����� [PTLZ� [OL�KPZ[HUJL�
IL[^LLU�[OLT"�TL[HZVTH�ISHJR�L_JLW[�MVY�H�UHYYV^�YLK�Z[YPWL�HSVUN�[OL�IV[[VT�
LKNL�VM�[OL�0�[LYN\T"�IVK`�SLUN[O�MYVT�����[V� �TT�������������������matteinii n. sp.  
��6JLSSP�ZTHSS��[OL�KPZ[HUJL�IL[^LLU�[OLT�HIV\[�[OL�ZHTL�KPZ[HUJL�HZ�JVTWHYLK�
[V�[OL�PUULY�LKNL�VM�HU�L`L�¯¯¯��¯¯¯����������������������������������������������������� �

���4L[HZVTH�ISHJR�L_JLW[�[OL�0�ZLNTLU[�YLKKPZO��������������������������������������������� �� 
��)VK`���TT�SVUN��:LNTLU[Z�0�000�`LSSV^PZO�YLK��ZPTPSHY�[V�[OH[�VM�TLZVZVTH�����
..................................................................................................   invreai�3LSLQ�

���)VK`�SLUN[O�MYVT�����[V���TT��7VZ[LYPVY�THYNPU�VM�[LYNH�00��000�HUK�0=�^P[OV\[�
MHZJPHL� VM� KLUZL�^OP[L� W\ILZJLUJL� �������������������������������������brachyptera 3LSLQ� 
��)VK`�SLUN[O���TT��7VZ[LYPVY�THYNPU�VM�[LYNH�00��000�HUK�0=�^P[O�IHUKZ�VM�KLUZL�
^OP[L�W\ILZJLUJL�¯¯¯¯��������������������¯¯¯¯¯¯¯¯��schmideggeri�3LSLQ
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